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The Niceville Eagles have 
�G�U�R�S�S�H�G���G�R�Z�Q���D���F�O�D�V�V�L�¿���F�D��
tion moving to 3A for the 2009 
season after 7 years competing 
in 4A Cross Country.  
The move could be 
�E�H�Q�H�¿���F�L�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���W�H�D�P��
�W�K�D�W���¿���Q�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S��
10 last season in both 
the girls and boys 4A 
State Meet.  “It’s still 
very tough competition,” 
says Eagles Coach 
Sherman Eller.  “The 
move does reduce 
the travel required for 
District and Regional’s 
which allows us to be 
a little fresh going into 
those races.”  

�7�K�H���E�R�\�V���¿���Q�L�V�K�H�G�����W�K���L�Q���W�K�H��
�V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���D�U�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���¿���Y�H�����������R�I��
�W�K�H���W�R�S���V�H�Y�H�Q�����������(�D�J�O�H�V�������V�H�Q�L�R�U�V��
Robbie Burnett, Michael Cooper, 
Cody Skarupa and Juniors 
Partick Lacombe and Cullen 

Fralix.  Their are 28 boys listed 
on the Eagles Roster for the 2009 
season, but the Varsity squad 
roster will include Senior Danny 

�&�R�R�S�H�U�����D�Q�G���-�X�Q�L�R�U�V���-�R�V�H�S�K���%�H�U��
nier,  Jason Riggs, Bobby Kressin 
and Sophomores Cory Eller and 
James Barnett.

�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���J�L�U�O�V���¿���Q�L�V�K�H�G�����W�K���L�Q��

the state they will return County 
Champion Laura Nelson.  The 
Junior will be joined by three 
�R�W�K�H�U���F�O�D�V�V�P�D�W�H�V���$�E�E�\���0�F��
Cool, Casey Luzius, and Taylor 
Adams.  Senior Kristen Dension 
will also return and join the 
�U�R�V�W�H�U���R�I���������J�L�U�O�V������

The schedules have been 
early in the morning training at 
�����������D�P�����E�X�W���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���S�X�V�K�H�G��
to the afternoon when school 
starts on August 24th
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NHS Cross Country/Track

Eagle’s 
Day

&
Varsity 

Scrimmage
August 22. 

2009
@

Eagle’s 
Stadium

Niceville, 
FL

11am

Coach Hicks is setting up 
another run for the post season 
�D�V���W�K�H�����������������������V�H�D�V�R�Q���N�L�F�N�V��

into full practice mode with 
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���H�P�S�W�\���V�O�R�W�V���W�R���¿���O�O�������7�K�H��
biggest question mark for Eagles’ 

fans is the battle for leadership 
at the quarterback position with 
the departure of Rick Whiddon.  

�-�X�Q�L�R�U�V���.�\�O�H���0�F�'�R�U��
man, C.J. Scroggins 
and Steve Strano 
have all stepped up 
and after week one 
�D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���³�À���X�L�G�´���R�Q���W�K�H��
depth chart.  

“We’ve got a depth 
chart,” said Athletic 
Director and Head 
Football Coach John 
Hicks “but it is just 
too early.  I hope to 
see more this week, 
�Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���R�X�U���>�T�X�D�U�W�H�U��
backs], but from a lot 
of players.”  

Hicks and his staff 
�K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���H�Y�D�O�X��

ated players 
and positions 
based on the 
�¿���U�V�W���Z�H�H�N�¶�V��
practice making 
�V�R�P�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q��
nel shifts, but 
�Z�L�O�O���U�H���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�H��
as the next 
two weeks 
continue.  “We 
had a positive 
summer of 
workouts, but 

we’re not where we should be.  
Monday through Wednesday 
were really just a continuation 
of summer,” says Hicks of the 

�O�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N�¶�V���¿���U�V�W���R�I�¿���F�L�D�O���G�D�\�V���R�I��
practice until Thursday’s full pad 
workout.  

Like all the schools in the area 
the team showed some timing 
�L�V�V�X�H�V���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���P�L�Q�R�U���D�G�M�X�V�W��
ments to work out with coming 
off the ball, but the major issue 
for Niceville could be replacing 
four members from last years 
offensive line.  

�7�K�H���O�L�Q�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q���R�S�H�Q��
ing gaps to allow Eagles’ backs 
to explore opening defensive 
secondaries.  The line could 
gain some assistance from the 
offensive threat of running back 
Roy Finch and wide receiver 
Kody Williams.  The two will allow 
the quarterback to grow into the 
roll and keep defensives honest 
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���R�Y�H�U�O�R�D�G�L�Q�J���X�S���I�U�R�Q�W���W�R��
protect the run.  

Clint McCrory could face his 
�P�R�V�W���G�H�P�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�V�H�D�V�R�Q���¿���O�O�L�Q�J��
the gaps left by graduation and 
the pressure of the Niceville’s 
schedule.  The intensity grows, 
OL coach, had potential starters 
working 

�7�K�H���À���R�Z���R�I���Z�R�U�N�R�X�W���I�R�U���W�K�H��
Eagles will progress this week 
as the team moves into the fall 
workout routine with the Classic 
a week away and the opening 

contest moved up to 
�7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����6�H�S��
tember 3rd against 
Lincoln.  

The Eagle faithful 
�Z�L�O�O���J�H�W���W�K�H�L�U���¿���U�V�W��
�R�I�¿���F�L�D�O���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H��
2009 squad this 
Saturday at Eagle 
Day.  The event 
opens at 11:00 
AM with the youth 
programs, followed 
by middle school 
�D�Q�G���¿���Q�D�O�O�\���H�Q�G�V���Z�L�W�K��
a varsity scrimmage 
under the lights.  

It may not feel 
like Friday Night 

Lights, but don’t tell the Eagle 
�S�O�D�\�H�U�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���¿���J�K�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D��
starting position and still looking 
to move up the depth chart.  
The younger Niceville players 
are still making impressions on 
the coaches as well, and every 
opportunity can help before the 
�R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�������7�K�H���V�F�U�L�P��
mage will feature a full workout 
�Z�L�W�K���2�Q�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���2�Q�H�V�����¿���U�V�W��
�V�W�U�L�Q�J���R�I�I�H�Q�V�H���Y�H�U�V�X�V���¿���U�V�W���V�W�U�L�Q�J��
�G�H�I�H�Q�V�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���J�L�Y�H���W�K�H��
coaches a chance to see which 
quarterback stands out.  

Niceville players 
will have one more 
shot to before their 
opener against 
Lincoln when the 
Eagles host the 
Vikings in the 
�.�L�F�N���R�I�I���&�O�D�V�V�L�F���R�Q��
August 28.  “We 
�Z�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\���G�L�I��
ferent approach for 
that game as we go 
out and evaluate,” 
said Hicks noting 
his team will likely 
spend as much time 
preparing for Lincoln 
next week as for 
Fort Walton.  

Eagle’s Build Depth Chart
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